Dr. Williams's Elements of Medicine. [April, experiments, especially in fever, erysipelas, and scarlet fever, have been so remarkable, that it is submitted, whether at present they ought not to be adopted as the basis of our practice?"
In a carefully written introduction, of which we shall give a brief analysis, Dr. Williams has stated the facts, and some of the reasonings, on which his theory is founded. Others, of course, are derived from the consideration of the diseases with which the volume is occupied; and these diseases we shall mainly consider as illustrative of the hypothesis promulgated, particularly when any mode of treatment is suggested which appears to be more worthy of employment than that generally adopted.
Certain diseases are produced by morbid poisons. The laws governing these do not greatly differ from those of poisons generally. Poisons, of whatever nature, are subjected to certain general laws: they have a definite specific action; a period of latency ; the phenomena vary according to the dose and predisposition of the individual. Of the first law, jalap, acting on the mucous membrane of the intestines, is an illustration. Digitalis acts on an organ, the heart; strychnine on a system of organs. More 
